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Don't take it literally  
Sen. Alan Lasee, R-De Pere, the referendum's lead sponsor, cautioned against reading too much 
into the resolution's wording. 
 
Lasee said the ballot question with its DNA clause is meant to poll voters on a general concept - 
how would they feel about the death penalty if safeguards could be built in to avoid convicting 
innocent people? It has never been his intent to limit the death penalty to convictions involving 
DNA evidence, he said. He included the DNA clause to defang opponents. 
 
“It was my hope that this would dispel some of the fence-sitters from saying that the sky is falling 
and that someone is going to be wrongly convicted,” he said. 
 
Asked how seriously voters should take the resolution's language, Lasee said, “Voters can read into 
or out of it whatever they want. The bottom line is, ‘Should the death penalty be reinstated, 
with or without DNA testing?’” 
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